
Authority of the Believer – Part 2

Being under Authority – Exercising delegated authority.

The key to exercising authority is being under authority.

John 5:26-27
For as the Father has life in himself, so he has granted the Son to have life in himself. And he has given him 
authority to judge because he is the Son of Man.

Matthew 8:5-10
When Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to him, asking for help. "Lord," he said, "my servant 
lies at home paralyzed and in terrible suffering." Jesus said to him, "I will go and heal him." The centurion 
replied, "Lord, I do not deserve to have you come under my roof. But just say the word, and my servant 
will be healed. For I myself am a man under authority, with soldiers under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' and he 
goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' and he does it." When Jesus heard 
this, he was astonished and said to those following him, "I tell you the truth, I have not found anyone in 
Israel with such great faith.

John 17:18
As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.

Eg. An officer of the crown in the UK only has authority because he is obeying the 
instructions of the crown. We in turn must obey him in his area of authority (e.g. Tax). If 
he disobeys those above him and does his own thing he loses his authority.

Every believer has the same spiritual authority that Jesus had because:

1. We have the same Word.

John 8:31
To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, "If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples.

2. We have the same commission.

John 17:18
As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world.

3. We have the same love motivating us.

Romans 5:5
And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, 
whom he has given us.

4. We have the same glory.

John 17:22
I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one:

2 Thessalonians 2:14
He called you to this through our gospel, that you might share in the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.



5. We have the same sonship privileges.

1 John 3:1-3
How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is 
what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him. Dear friends, now we are 
children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we know that when he appears, we 
shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. Everyone who has this hope in him purifies himself, just as 
he is pure.

Acknowledging your authority as a believer will not make you immune to Satan’s attack, 
in fact it may increase it (to try and scare you off)! Only what you put your foot on will 
you possess.

Joshua 1:3-7
I will give you every place where you set your foot, as I promised Moses. Your territory will extend from 
the desert to Lebanon, and from the great river, the Euphrates—all the Hittite country—to the Great Sea  on 
the west. No one will be able to stand up against you all the days of your life. As I was with Moses, so I 
will be with you; I will never leave you nor forsake you.  "Be strong and courageous, because you will lead 
these people to inherit the land I swore to their forefathers to give them.  Be strong and very courageous. 
Be careful to obey all the law my servant Moses gave you; do not turn from it to the right or to the left, that 
you may be successful wherever you go.

Why did Jesus come to earth?

1 John 3:8
He who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. The 
reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work.

Hebrews 2:14
Since the children have flesh and blood, he too shared in their humanity so that by his death he might 
destroy him who holds the power of death—that is, the devil—

Jesus came to destroy Satan and his works of:

1. Sin

Romans 8:2
because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.

2 Corinthians 5:21
God made him who had no sin to be sin[a] for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God.

http://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2 cor 5:21;&version=31;#fen-NIV-28883a


2. Sickness

Matthew 8:16-17
When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to him, and he drove out the spirits 
with a word and healed all the sick. This was to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet Isaiah: 
"He took up our infirmities and carried our diseases."

1 Peter 2:24
He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by 
his wounds you have been healed.

3. Poverty

2 Corinthians 8:9
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became 
poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.

Deuteronomy 8:18
But remember the LORD your God, for it is he who gives you the ability to produce wealth, and so 
confirms his covenant, which he swore to your forefathers, as it is today.

Malachi 3:8-12
"Will a man rob God? Yet you rob me. "But you ask, 'How do we rob you?' "In tithes and offerings. You 
are under a curse—the whole nation of you—because you are robbing me. Bring the whole tithe into the 
storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the LORD Almighty, "and see if I 
will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room 
enough for it. I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their 
fruit," says the LORD Almighty. "Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful 
land," says the LORD Almighty.

4. Demons and evil spirits

Ephesians 1:21-22
far above all rule and authority, power and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the 
present age but also in the one to come. And God placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be 
head over everything for the church,

5. Death

Romans 5:18
Therefore, as through one man’s offense judgment came to all men, resulting in condemnation, even so 
through one Man’s righteous act the free gift came to all men, resulting in justification of life.

Revelation 1:18
I am He who lives, and was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore. Amen. And I have the keys of Hades 
and of Death.


